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Health Systems




broad and comprise many
elements (governance;
workforce; financing;
information systems;
products and technologies;
service delivery) and
interactions between them.
affected by factors such as
health education,
community and individual
action, the legislative and
regulatory context and
current and emerging social,
economic and cultural
circumstances.

Source: http://www.mrc.ac.uk/

Health Systems
Research



HSyR draws on a variety of disciplines:
economics, sociology, anthropology, political
science and epidemiology



HSyR is predominantly an applied field that
starts with a problem or topic that arises from
practical policy or implementation experience,
and selects methods, whether qualitative or
quantitative, that address this in the most
appropriate manner



HSyR is different to classical public health
research in that it has less of a focus on diseases
and disease interventions than on the generic
structures and processes through which
these interventions are implemented.

The call for a network
approach


Many different types of actors are involved in health systems research, including
universities, think tanks, ministries of health, and health service delivery
organizations. Strengthening networks between these different actors, in the
Source: Draft WHO symposium paper: What must be done to enhance
same country, is critical.

capacity for health systems research?



Development of networks between different research organizations (both
within countries, and regionally or internationally), links to policy and decisionmakers within the health system, and established national systems for identifying
priority health systems research needs and supporting such research is critical
Source: “Conceptual Framework for Institutional
Capacity-Building” Health Systems 20/20,
USAID



Capacity development interventions typically need to be multi-faceted,
responding to capacity needs at different levels (individual, organizational and
environment/network) and tailored to the context where they are being
implemented.

Network experiences of
interest









Governance of multi-partner capacity building networks
The network approach to priority setting
Power dynamics within and across partners (and donors)
Advantages and challenges of a network approach to HSR
capacity strengthening
Transcending individual capacity strengthening to organizational,
network, society?
Trickle down effects of network relations, brokering and
coalition building
Monitoring and evaluation of outcomes
Post-funding sustainability
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